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Introduction 

The Town of Granville is located in 

northern West Virginia in Monongalia 

County. The town is nestled in the 

Appalachian Mountains and sits beside 

the Monongahela River. Granville was 

established by Felix Scott in 1814, then 

called ñGrandville.ò The town has seen 

growth through the centuries, along 

with hardship following the decline of 

the coal industry in the area (Source: 

West Virginia Living, 2022).  With the 

annexation of University Town Centre 

and increased revenue, Granville has 

the potential to see itself at the forefront 

of Monongalia County once more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The early economy of Granville was 

centered on the mining of coal, 

specifically the hill behind town. In 

1912, when the railroad was 

developed to haul coal, the town 

exploded with business and workers 

from across the United States and 

Europe. After the mines were closed, 

Granvilleœs operating budget was cut 

in half. However, town officials had 

the foresight to annex the old 

CONSOL mine property, which is now 

University Town Centre. 
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With the tremendous growth 

associated with the development of 

University Town Centre (UTC), a 

planning commission was formed, and 

the townôs first ever comprehensive 

plan was adopted in 2013. Since 2013, 

the town has continued to prosper, 

with additional stores coming to UTC 

and Monongalia County Ballpark, 

Spark Black Bear, and WVU Hospital 

all being built. Recently, the historic 

downtown has seen revitalization, with 

several old businesses remodeled and 

new businesses opening. With all these 

recent developments, the Town of 

Granville decided it was time to update the 2013 

Comprehensive Plan. This update to the comprehensive 

plan will review what the town has accomplished over the 

last ten years and what still needs to be done to achieve its 

vision for the future.   

 

The current Planning Commission consists of 5 residents 

of the Town of Granville: 

¶ Patricia Lewis  

¶ David Bean 

¶ Christine Colflesh 

¶ Charlie Cavallier 

¶ Ron Clark 

 

The Town of Granville worked with the West Virginia 

University College of Law Land Use and Sustainable 

Development Law Clinic to facilitate the comprehensive 

plan update process and to develop an updated plan and 

mapping.  

 {ƛƭƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ aƻǊƎŀƴǘƻǿƴ !ǊŜŀ 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ нлноύ 
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Required Objectives for a Comprehensive Plan 

W. Va. Code Ţ8A-3-4 

Code Provision Page # 

Statement of goals and objectives 20, 24, 27, 30, 35 

Timeline on how to meet short- and long-term goals and objectives 37-40 

Action plan with implementation strategies  36-40 

Recommendations of a financial program for necessary public funding  38-40, Appendix 3 

Statement of recommendations concerning future land use and 

development policies 
11-13 

A program to encourage regional planning, coordination, and cooperation 26, 27 

Maps, plats, or charts that present basic information on the land, including 

present and future uses 
3, 9, 13 

 

West Virginia Code Requirements 

 
The West Virginia Code details specific components 

that must be included in a comprehensive plan, as well 

as requirements for public participation and adoption 

of the plan once finished.   

 

West Virginia Code requires 

comprehensive plans to be 

updated every 10 years. 
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Required Components for a Comprehensive Plan 

W. Va. Code Ţ8A-3-4(c) 

Code Provision Page # 

Land Use  

Different land uses (including, for example, residential, 

agricultural, historic, conservation) 7-13 

Population density and building intensity standards 7 

Growth or decline management 10, 11, 12 

Projected population growth or decline 10, 11, 12 

Constraints on development (including identifying flood-prone 

and subsidence areas) 8 

Housing 

Analyze projected housing needs and different types of housing 

needed (including affordable housing and accessible housing for 

persons with disabilities) 7, 10, 11 

Identify the number of projected housing units and land needed 10, 11 

Address substandard housing  11, 24, 25 

Rehabilitate and improve existing housing 11, 24, 25 

Adaptive reuse of buildings into housing 11 

Transportation  

Vehicular, transit, air, port, railroad, river, and any other mode 16, 17 

Movement of traffic and parking 16, 17, 21 

Pedestrian and bicycle systems 16-19, 20, 21 

Intermodal transportation 17 

Economic development 

Analyze opportunities, strengths and weaknesses 32, 33 

Identify and designate economic development sites or sectors 32, 33 

Identify types of economic development sought  32, 33  

Miscellaneous Components 

Infrastructure 16, 20 

Public Services 22, 23, 25, 31, 34 

Rural 12 

Recreation 28, 29, 30 

Community Design 34, 35 

Preferred development areas 12 

Renewal or redevelopment 12, 13 

Financing 38-40, Appendix 3 

Historic preservation  34, 35 
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Existing Land Use 

The Town of Granville is a small town in Monongalia County with a total population of 1,355.  

Population density is approximately 2,400 people per square mile as most of the homes in the town 

are located on small lots. 

 

The majority of Granville consists of single-family homes with a mix of commercial uses on Main 

Street as shown on the Existing Land Use Map. The newest annexed portion of Granville consists 

of larger scale commercial uses, such as big-box retail, accommodations, and restaurants. Most multi

-family uses are located in University Town Centre at the Domain at Town Centre and Spark Black 

Bear apartment complexes. No affordable housing options or housing for people with disabilities are 

present within the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Domain at Town Centre: Built in 2012 with a total of 336 

units 

Spark Black Bear: Built in 2019 with a total of 250 units 













































































































































https://wvliving.com/a-town-on-two-levels/#:~:text=Origins%20In%201814%2C%20when%20Morgantown%20was%2030%20years,the%20mouth%20of%20Scotts%20Meadow%20Run%E2%80%94now%20Dents%20Run
https://wvliving.com/a-town-on-two-levels/#:~:text=Origins%20In%201814%2C%20when%20Morgantown%20was%2030%20years,the%20mouth%20of%20Scotts%20Meadow%20Run%E2%80%94now%20Dents%20Run
https://wvliving.com/a-town-on-two-levels/#:~:text=Origins%20In%201814%2C%20when%20Morgantown%20was%2030%20years,the%20mouth%20of%20Scotts%20Meadow%20Run%E2%80%94now%20Dents%20Run
https://wvliving.com/a-town-on-two-levels/#:~:text=Origins%20In%201814%2C%20when%20Morgantown%20was%2030%20years,the%20mouth%20of%20Scotts%20Meadow%20Run%E2%80%94now%20Dents%20Run
https://www.pawv.org/preserve-wv-stories/archives/02-2019
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://www.visitmountaineercountry.com/about/
https://www.visitmountaineercountry.com/about/
http://www.legis.state.wv.us













